
 

 

 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER No. 1 
REPORT OF ACTIVITIES 2014 

 
 
The Swiss Cultural Association Na Bolom.ch is proud to present to members and 
followers this very first Newsletter as a report of activities for 2014 with a short facts 
summary from July to December 2013. 
 
Na Bolom.ch Executive Committee is formed with me as a President, Ivonne Meyer 
Escobar, Vicepresident, Nuria Font de Berlioz, Secretary General, Minerva Corona-
Schneider, Comunications, Isabel Campus, Tresurer, and Hector Moreno Rojas, 
Auditor. 
 
This first Newsletter will be followed shortly by the Treasurer’s reports for 2013 and 
2014, ratified by our Auditor. 
 
A proposal to amend our Statutes will be also sent to you. Throughout the past 18 
months we have found some incoherencies that need to be addressed. 
 
We warmly invite you to read our documents and we will receive with gratitude your 
commentaries, proposals or disagreements; they will all be treated with 
confidentiality and the same spirit of service with which we advance Gertrude Duby 
Blom’s humanitarian and ecological legacy. 
 
Na Bolom.ch at the closing of 2014 wishes you all the very best for 2015. 
 
Why a report in the form of a Newsletter? 
 
Doña Trudis, our raison d’être at Na Bolom.ch, used to inform friends and followers 
about activities at Na Bolom plus her personal ones such as travels, discoveries, 
writings, expositions, even her fights with authorities, in the form of a Carta 
Informativa, first in Spanish followed by the Newsletter, the English version. Later on 
in the 80s it became bilingual, to say that the same publication carried both languages. 



 

 

We are almost sure that if Internet was then known Trudi would have used it widely 
because she did not want to destroy forests for the sake of paper, which inevitable 
ends in a waste basket. Trudi wrote her Newsletter with all her enthusiasm and love 
and combative character as usual.  
 
Opting for a Carta Informativa/Newsletter to inform you, we continue our aim to 
honor and render present Trudi’s legacy and, in a way, promote the protection of our 
environment. But, also, because Na Bolom.ch has members in many continents, in 
more than a dozen countries, which renders quite impossible to call for a General 
Assembly, not even a teleconference because we got member as far apart as in 
Australia and Chile! 
 
ACTIVITIES IN 2014 
 
January: 

• The President of Na Bolom.ch visited the Gartenbauschule or Gardening School 

where Trudi Lörtscher studied and got her degree as Gardener in 1920. 
 
February: 

• In Bern, the President of Na Bolom.ch met with the President of the International 

Committee of the Socialist Party. 
• The President and Vice President of Na Bolom.ch visited the Mexican Ambassador 

in Bern, and the President of the Organization for the Swiss Abroad. 
• In Mexico, the President took part in the General Assembly of Na Bolom, AC 

(which however was postponed due to lack of quorum). 
• She also met with the President of the Na Bolom’s Patronato to identify a way to 

support a project of a green garden en Naha. 
 
March: 

• Na Bolom.ch designs the agreement for a green garden in Naha with its execution 

plan. Nevertheless it was not made possible due to misunderstandings withNa 

Bolom AC. 
 
April: 

• Working meetings took place between Na Bolom.ch’s President and members of Na 

Bolom A.C. in San Cristobal de las Casas. 
• Na Bolom.ch was present at the opening of a photo exhibit of “Imagenes 

Lacandonas” organized by Shendra Hanney, an old friend of Trudi. 
• The President of Na Bolom.ch invites President of DIF-Chiapas to cooperate with 

the digitalization of a box of photographs taken to Trudi. The proposal was later 

withdrawn due to a misunderstanding with Na Bolom A.C. 
 
May:   

• Our Honorary President, Matthias Lörstcher, passed away in Bern. He was widely 

known as “el sobrino” since he was the only direct relative to Trudi, as a son of 

Hans Otto. His wife Marianna and two sons survived him. 



 

 

• In Geneva, exhibit to members of the film “The queen of the jungle” produced in 

the USA by Juanita Brown. 
• In Bern, visit to the Mexican Ambassador. 
• In Geneva, the event Na Bolom.ch and Amity Trading Sarl with a audiovisual 

conference on “Textiles and designs of Trudi inspired by Maya Cosmo vision” and 

a catwalk with products of Mexican designer Pineda Covalin. Cocktail and 

reception. 
 
June: 

• Preparations to celebrate Na Bolom.ch first anniversary. 
 
July: 

• With the theme “Following Trudi’s childhood steps in Wimmis” Na Bolom.ch 

celebrated her first anniversary with a program hosted by Wimmis 

Einwohnergemein, the very place so dear to Trudi throughout her life. Major Peter 

Schmidt offered a great program with a visit to the places Trudi and her family lived 

between 1903 and 1910. The event put together with Cultural Attaché Beat 

Schneider included a visit to her home, to the church where Trudi’s father worked 

as a priest, the White Castle and the village plus a memorable presentation by 

historian Erich Lietchi, on the life of Wimmis at the time. Na Bolom.ch exhibited 

films about the life of Trudi such as “The Queen of the  Jungle” produced by 

Juanita Brown, and “Lacandon Maya” produced by Shendra Hanney; Anita Lohner 

enchanted everyone with anecdotes of her extraordinary first-cousin, and President 

of Na Bolom.ch offered a documentary on Trudi’s life in Switzerland and in 

Mexico, assuming that this “daughter of  Wimmis” found her character’s pillars in 

this village. 
 

August: 

• Season’s holidays in August. 
 
September: 

• In Mexico, members of Na Bolom.ch Executive Committee on their request, hold a 

meeting in Na Bolom which was chaired by directives of Na Bolom Denmark in 

function as responsible for Na Bolom during the absence of the President of the 

Patronato. 
• It was then decided that Na Bolom Denmark would send information about their 

program to help Na Bolom survive its present crisis. 
 
October: 

• In Bern, an event with Amity Trading Sarl, with an audiovisual conference on 

“Mayan textiles and Swiss Gertrude Duby Blom in Chiapas” plus the catwalk of 

Pineda Covalin’s products followed by cocktails and reception. 
• Members of the EC visited Mexican Ambassador in Bern during which, Na 

Bolom.ch proposed some activities to cooperate with the Dual Year 2015 

celebration of 70 years of diplomatic relation with Switzerland.  
 



 

 

November: 
• Likewise, President of the EC visited in Mexico City Swiss Ambassador in Mexico 

with the same aim to put Trudi’s life in Mexico into the referred diplomatic Dual 

Year 2015 celebrations. 
• Meeting of  the President of the EC with cineaste Enrique Olvera, in Tuxtla 

Gutierrez, Chiapas, to propose the introduction of a chapter on Gertrude Duby’s 

contribution to the rescue of the Lacandon rainforest; Olvera is filming 

“Lacandonia” for Conaculta.  
• Examen of Na Bolom.ch Statutes and edition of a corrected version. 

 
December: 

• Remembrance of Gertrude Duby Blom’s XXI death anniversary in Chiapas. 
• Season’s holidays until mid January. 

 
Others: 

• Executive Members hold half a dozen meetings. 
• They adopted the design “Jaguar” as our institutional logo –a donation to Na 

Bolom.ch by designer Jacqueline Meier. 
• Shared experiences with members of Friends of Na Bolom in the USA 
• Extended contact with Na Bolom A.C. and Na Bolom Denmark. 

 
Taking all our activities together we can conclude that 2014 was an enriching year. Of 
course, we encountered difficulties, but the balance is quite optimistic. One of few 
obstacles we face is the language –apart of having Executive members in different 
cantons, members and followers in many places in the world; we assume the four 
official languages in Switzerland but bi-linguism is far from practiced therefore we, at 
Na Bolom.ch, opted for English as the main language of communication, not without 
creating susceptibilities. We hope to find volunteers to help us translate some of the 
important events and announcements to make Na Bolom.cn more accessible to all. 
 
Na Bolom.ch wishes you to visit our social network: www.nabolom.ch, nabolom.ch in 
Facebook. Write to us: informacion@nabolom.ch or discuss with us in Twitter. You 
can also remember some of our activities in 2013 such the creation of Na Bolom.ch on 
July 7th, the grand inaugural on September 13, the participation in the Altar de 
Muertos (Death autiel) organized by the Mexican Embassy in Bern which honored 
Gertrude Duby and Gilberto Bosques, true humanitarian personalities who helped 
rescue refugees from Nazism, the Second world war and franquism, and finally, the 
homage rendered by our Swiss Cultural Association to the ecological spirit of Trudi on 
occasion of her XX death anniversary. 
 

Kyra Núñez-Johnsson 
 

NA BOLOM.CH WISHES YOU A FANTASTIC 2015!!!!! 
 
 

http://www.nabolom.ch/
mailto:informacion@nabolom.ch

